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 I printed and distributed this document in 1985, based partly on research for my Ph.D. 

during 1977-1980. Although much additional relevant information has now been accumulated, 

which will allow a more intensive treatment of this subject, these original notes are reproduced 

here, 30 years later, in order to help set the scene. Most of the conclusions in this report—and 

even some of the suggestions—remain valid today. However, a more refined functional concept 

for the dynamics of this vegetation is now emerging from deeper review of the literature and 

more detailed study of better remnants such as Griffith Woods in Harrison County. This concept 

is being gradually developed and presented at my website: bluegrasswoodland.com, especially 

the “Bluegrass” page. Relevant material includes a long file with collected quotations from many 

more sources, plus interpretative comments: “Historical Notes on Native Vegetation in the 

Bluegrass and Some Adjacent Regions.” 

 

 The following corrections or clarifications to the original 1985 report are noted. 

p. 4: in last paragraph, reverse “greatly” and “me”. 

p. 18: insert “in” below “Lewis County”. 

p. 55: “buffalo-grass” of several authors may have been deer-tongue grass (Dichanthelium 

clandestinum); see discussion in “Historical Notes...” 

p. 57: “beargrass” of several authors may have been gama-grass (Tripsacum dactyloides); see 

discussion in “Historical Notes...” 

p. 57: “wild oats” of Cresswell (1775) may have been river-oats (Chasmanthium latifolium; not 

“Uniola laxa”). 

p. 57: the “reed” of Walker (1824) may have been reed-grass (Phalaris arundinacea). 

p. 58: the “pea vine of  Nourse (1775) may have been river indigo (Baptisia australis). 

p. 59: “richweed” of several authors was either Ageratina altissima [= Eupatorium rugosum] or 

Pilea pumila. 

p. 59: the first species in list of last paragraph should probably be Planodes virginica [= Arabis 

virginica]. 

p. 91: a reference was omitted:  

ROE, F.G. 1951. The North American Buffalo: a critical study of the species in its wild state. 

University of Toronto Press, Ontario. 957 pages. 

 

Jullian Campbell 
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